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DETAILED ACTION 

Art unit is changed into 2427 
Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is responsive to the Amendment filed on 10/06/2008. 

Claim 15-16, 20 are cancelled. Claims 1,3-4, 7, 9-10, 12-14 and 17-19 remain pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 3, 4, 7, 13-14 and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bruck et al (US Patent No. 7,143,428; hereinafter US'428), In view of 
Cooper et al. (US Patent No. 6,754,904). 

Regarding to claim 1: Bruck teaches a communications network having multiple users 
using an instant messaging (IM) application (see US'428, col. 10 lines 27-30), Fig. 13 
depicts a display of GUI; wherein the users are viewing multiple television programs, 
the network comprising: 

a display device for each of the users (Bruck teaches a communications network 
having a user (10) each having a display device (14)( see US'428, Fig. 1 and 4; col. 3 
lines 34-43 and col. 6 lines 21-35); [and] 

plural display windows (as "chat region" 108 and TV region 1 18 of Fig. 6; see 
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US'428, col. 7 lines 26-58) at the display device (84 of Fig.3, col.6 lines 4-16), the 

plural windows for simultaneously displaying multiple content, wherein a first display 
window displays a broadcast television program and wherein a second display window 
displays content from the instant messaging (IM) application(see US'428, Fig. 6 to 
Fig.8, col. 7 lines 26-58). 

Finally, Bruck teaches a television program identifier 126, (i.e., a show name) as a 
program ID identifying the broadcast television program being viewed by each 
user, (col. 7 lines 51-58) 

However, Bruck is unclear regarding to "a server storing instant messaging content from 
each of the users, the instant messaging content including instant messages sent from 
the users and a program ID associated with each of the sent instant messages, and for 
aggregating instant messaging content including program IDs from the users 
corresponding to the multiple television programs being viewed by the users, so that 
video programming activity by multiple users viewing television programs can be 
tracked on a real time basis at the server in order to reflect moment-by-moment the 
level of instant messaging activity corresponding to multiple television programs being 
viewed by the multiple users". 

Fig. 12 of Cooper illustrates an server 1204 as a server storing instant messaging 
content from each of the users (i.e. message is sent from one of the buddy list 1110 
of Fig. 11), the instant messaging content including instant messages sent from the 
users (i.e. from Set-top box's user can transmit a message to the server )(Cooper, Fig. 
10, col. 6 lines 47-59 and Fig. 12A, col. 7 lines 14-24); and Fig. 1 1 depicts display on 
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Set-top box includes a program ID [1 102] associated with each of the sent instant 
messages from [1 108] in a TV-enhanced buddy list [1 110]; the program ID identifying 
the broadcast television program being viewed by each user (Cooper, Fig. 11, col. 7 
lines 4-13) and Fig. 12A, 12B illustrates server data [1204] and log-on list [1206] of a 
buddy list [1208] for aggregating instant messaging content including program IDs 
from the users corresponding to the multiple television programs being viewed 
by the users (Fig. 12A-12B, col. 7 lines 14-28 ) and finally, Fig. 13 shows a process 
for providing buddy lists that display the show that user is viewing ;so that video 
programming activity by multiple users viewing television programs (i.e. only 
users log-on the network as box [1206]) can be tracked on a real time basis at the 
server [1 204] in order to reflect moment-by-moment the level of instant 
messaging activity corresponding to multiple television programs being viewed 
by the multiple users" (Fig. 13, steps 1300-1304, col. 7 lines 29-38 ). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made to modify an IM display system of Bruck with a network activity users as 
taught by Cooper in order to provide user can watch TV, or view Web page, or surf the 
Internet on his Set-top box with his buddy lists in chat room. (col. 2 lines 4-34) 

Regarding to claim 3: Bruck also discloses the video programming content (link 
20 of Fig. 1) is a broadcast television program (Abstract lines 1-2) and the broadcast 
television program is provided over one of a plurality of selectable television channels, 
and wherein the display device is a television screen. (US'428, col. 3 lines 46-49). 

Regarding to claim 4: Bruck further discloses the display system of claim 1 , 
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wherein the instant messaging content comprises: 

a personal ID associated with a user of the IM application (US'428, col. 10 lines 
19-26). 

Regarding to claim 7: As claim 1 above, Bruck also discloses the instant 
messaging content further comprises a message sent from the remote user to a user at 
the display system. (US'428, col.7 lines 28-42). 

Regarding to claim 13, 14: Bruck discloses the display system of claim 1 , 
wherein the programming content is provided to the display system by a satellite 
(US'428, col. 3 lines 60-63) and a cable television service. (US'428, col. 4 lines 33-39) 

Regarding to claim 17: Bruck further teaches a set top box for each of the users 
(set-top box 12 of Fig. 1) for receiving the broadcast television program (see US'428, 
Fig. 1, col. 3 lines 43-56) Bruck also teaches the program ID identifying the television 
program (US'428, col.7 lines 51-52), a program ID 126 of Fig. 6, col.7 lines 59-65), 
wherein the IM application captures the program ID at the set top box (US'428, Fig. 14, 
col. 10 lines 4-26) so that the program ID identifying the broadcast television program 
being viewed by each user changes when the television program being viewed by that 
user changes (US'428, Figs. 12, 13, col. 8 line 44-col. 9 line 32). 

Regarding to claim 18: Bruck also teaches the display device further includes a 
set up screen used by each of the users to set up an instant messaging session 
(US'428, Fig. 11, col. 8 lines 36-43), and wherein the program ID is entered by the 
user at the set up screen (US'428, Figs. 12, 13, col. 8 line 44-col. 9 line 32). 
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3. Claims 9-10, 12 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bruck and Cooper et al.; in view of US patent No. 6,757, 365 (US'365) 
to Bogard. 

Regarding to claims 9, 10: Bruck and Cooper teach the display system of claim 
1, wherein the instant messaging content are implemented using a communications 
channel established by an IM server over Internet Provider, but fails to teach the 
telephone communications line is connected at a telephone device separate from the 
display system over the communications network between the user at the display 
system and the remote user, when the telephone communications display element uses 
the public switched telephone network (PSTN). 

Bogard teaches an instant messaging via telephone interfaces to communicate 
between users (telephone) and IM server (300 and 308 of Fig. 3) by the public switched 
telephone network (PSTN) or Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) (US'365, col.5 lines 
42-54). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention was made to modify multiple users system of Bruck and Cooper with 
the telephone communications line using the Public Switched Telephone Network 
(PSTN) as taught by Bogard; in order to establish a complete Instant message service 
including the voice portal and chat web service. 

Regarding to claim 12. Bruck and Cooper teach the display system of claim 
1 , wherein a user at the display system is a subscriber to an ISDN service, but fail to 
disclose a VDSL service provides telephone, video programming and internet access 
service to the subscriber over the communications network (US'365, col.5 lines 55-67). 
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Bogard teaches a DSL service, a cable modem etc... provide a telephone, 
video programming and internet access service to the subscriber over the 
communications network (col. 5 lines 55-67). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention was made to modify multiple users 
IM system of Bruck and Cooper with the DSL service on a telephone communication 
network as taught by Bogard; in order to modernize the communication link between 
STB and the Internet Provider. 

Regarding to claim 19: Bruck teaches the display device further includes a set 
up screen used by each of the users to set up an instant messaging session (US'428, 
Fig. 11, col. 8 lines 36-43), and wherein the program ID is entered by the user at the 
set up screen (US'428, Figs. 12, 13, col. 8 line 44-col. 9 line 32) but fails to teach 
personal profile information of the user is entered at a profile screen, so that the 
programming activity being tracked can be associated with demographic information of 
users collected from the personal profile data. 

Bogard; in the same Instant messaging field, teaches a user profile information is 
entered at a profile screen (see US'365, col. 3 line 39-col. 4 line 13), so that the 
programming activity being tracked can be associated with demographic information of 
users collected from the personal profile data (see US'365, col. 4 lines 47-56). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention was made to 
modify a user profile information is associated with demographic information of as 
taught by Bogard; with multiple users IM system of Bruck and Cooper; in order to 
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establish a complete Instant message service including the voice portal and chat web 
service. 



Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 3-4, 7, 9-10, 12-14 and 17-19 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
5. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALAN LUONG whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5091 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs., 8:00am-5pm EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Beliveau can be reached on (571) 272-7343. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jason P Salce/ 01/02/2009 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2421 



/ALAN LUONG/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2427 



